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COL. McEAY TO COL. McDONALL.

(War-I1812.

PrAIRIE DU CHIEN
Forr McEax July 27th 1814—

*Lt. Col. R. McDonall, Commanding Michilimackinae and its De-
pendencies &c, fe**

OLE,

I have the honor to communicate to you that I arrived here the 17th
inst at 12 o'clock, my force amounting to 650 men of which 120 were
Michigan Fencibles, Canadian Volunteers & Officers of the indian depart-
ment the remainder indians who proved to be perfectly useless—I found
that the Enemy had a small fort situated on a height immediately behind
the Village with two Block Houses perfectly safe from Indians and that
they had six pieces cannon and Sixty or Seventy effective men, officers
included—That lying at anchor in the middle of the Mississippi imme-
diately in front of the Fort was a very large Gun Boat, called ““Governor
Clark, Gun Boat No. 1.”" Bhe mounts 14 pieces Cannon some aix, three
and a number of Cohorns manned with 70 or 80 men with musquets and
measures 70 feet keel, thiz floating Block House is so constructed that she
can be rowed in any direction the men on board being perfectly eafe from
emall arma whila they can use their own to the greatest advantage, she goes
remarkably fast particularly down the current being rowed by 52 Qars—

At half past 12 o’clock I sent Capt. Anderson with a Flag of Truce to
invite them to surrender which they refused, my intention was not to have
made an attack till next morning at day light, but it being impossible to
control the Indians I ordered our Gun to play upon the Gun Boat which
she did with a surprizing good effect for in the course of thres hours the
time the action lasted she fired 86 rounds, two thirds of which went into
“Governor Clarke,” they kept up a constant fire on us both from the Boat
and Fort, we were about an hour between two fireg having run our Gun up
within musquet shott of the Fort, from whence we beat the Boat out of her
gtation she cut her cable and run down the Current and sheltered under an
Island—We were obliged to desist it being impossible with our little Barges
to attempt to board her and our only Gun in pursunit of her would have
exposed our whele camp to the Enemy she therefore made her escape.

*1 immediately sent off a cance with three men, an Ioway that came from
MecKinae with me & two of six Sauks that joined me inthe fox river, 1 zave

* Crossed in original—One star Indicates where the crossing commences, snd two stars, thus ==,
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them four Kegs Gun Powder and ordered them to pass the Gun Boat and
get as soon as possible to the Rapids at the Rock River, where it is generally
believed the Gun Boat will run aground, and have all the Sauks assembled
to annoy the men and provent their disembarking to get firawood &e. The
next morning [ dispatched two boats under Capt. Grignon with an officer
and twoenty six men to go in pursuit of her and observe her motiona. They
fell in with her the day after leaving this but having only small arms could
do her no injury—=Capt Grignon summoned her to surrender to no purpose,
he however followed her up till within a league of the Rapids, when they met
another of the Enemy’s Gun Boats, tho' smaller arranged in the same man-
ner a8 the * Governor Clark,” the wind favouring her she made after onr
Boata but could not overtake them, she in a short time threw her anchor &
Capt. Grignon very improperly made the best of his way here since whon I
I have had no news from there, notwithstanding | have dizspatched canoes
almoat daily ever since.™

On the nineteenth finding there were only six rounds round shott remain-
ing including three of the Enemys we had picked up, the day was employed
making lead bulletts for the Gun and throwing up two Breastworks one
within 700 yards and the other within 450 yards of the Fort, at six in the
evening everything being prepared I marched to the first breastwork, from
whence | intended to throw in the six remaining rounds, iron ball, red hot
into the Fort in erder to set it on fire, the only apparent resource, at the
moment the first Ball was about being put into the Cannon, a white Hag
was put out at the Fort and immediately an officer came down with a note
and surrendered. It being now too late I deferred making them deliver up
their avms in form till next morning but immediately placed a strong guard
in the Fort and took poasession of tho artillery. From the time of our
landing till they surrendered the Indians kept up s constant but perfectly
useless fire upon the Fort, the distances from where they fired was too great
to do execution even had the Enemy Leen exposed to view.

I am happy to inforin that notwithstanding every man in the Michigan
Fencibles, Canadian Volunteers and officers in the indian department
behaved as well as I counld possibly wish tho' in the midst of a hot fire not a
man was even wounded except three Indians that ia one Puant, one Follesa-
voine and one Scioux all severely but not dangerously. *I beg you will
excuse my not having it in my power to give you a full account of the
things taken in the Fort, for a man having to do with Indians in my present
situation is more tormented than if in the infernal regions.** One Lieut
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U. 8. Regt, 1 Militia Capt, 1 Militin Lient, 3 Serjeants, 3 Corporals, 2
Musicians, 53 Privates, 1 Commissary, 1 Interprater hava been made prison-
ers 1 Iron Six Pounder mounted on Garrizon Carriage 1 Iron Three
Pounder on Field Carringe, 3 Swivalz, 61 Standz Arms, | Swords, 1 Field
Curringe for Six Pounder and a goodeal of ammunition, 25 Barrels Pork and
46 Barrels Flour, these are the principal articlea found in the Fort when
surranilereld.

I will now take the liberty to request your partionlar sttention to Captns,
Rolette & Anderzon the former for his aoctivity in many instances but par-
ticularly during the action, the nation having commencad unexpecladly hin
run down from the npper end of the village with his Compy. thro® the heat
of the fire, to receive orders & before & since in being instrumental in pre.
sarving the citizens being guile ruinsl by pillaging Indianz, and tha latter
for his unwearied attention in kesping everything in order during the rout
nnil hisg wetivity in following ap the canvon during the sotion and azsiasting
in transporting the ammuanition, Lieut. Porliar of Capt. Anderson's
Compy, Lieuts Graham & Brisbois of the Indian Dapartment, Capt. Deaze
of the Prairie du Chien Militia & Lient Powell of the Green Bay, all acted
with that eourage and nctivity so becoming Canadian Militia or Volunteers,
the intorpreters alse bebaved well but particularly Me. 5t Germain from
the Sault Ste Marie and Mr, Rainville, Sioux interpreter, they abzolutely
prevented their Indians committing any outrages in the plundering way.
Commissary Honoir who acted Lieut in Capt. Rolette's Compy, whose sin-
gular activity in saveing and Keeping an exact saccount of provisions sur-
prised me wud without whioh we mast nnavoidably have lost mueh of that
egsenlind article.  The Michigan Fencibles who manned the Gon behaved
with great conrage, coolness and regularity. As to the Serjt of Artillery
tan mueh cannot be gaid for him for tha fate of the day and onr snccesses
are to be attributed ina groat mensure to hia courage and well managed firing.

“ I am sorry to bs under the necessity of reproaching syme of the Indiana
but Posnte particularly for shameful depredations committed during the
action on the 17th and since. Many of them [ "aants) in place of meetling
the enemy, immediately on their arrival run off to the farms Killed the Tw-
habitants and Cattle and pillaged their Houses eveu Lo Lhe covering off their
EBeda & leaving many withont a second shirt to pul on their backs. FEven
in the village they did the swme owlreges, breskiung to pieces what they
could mnot carry away, this prevented the Militin joining me absolutely
required to keep gourd over thelr Monses,
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The Sioux, Soteaux, Conrt O s and Part of the Follusavoines the'
perfectly useless obeyed my orders pretiy well, but the Puants behaved ina
wost villainons manner, and was I permitted to decide theiv fate they should
never receive a shilling’s worth of presenta from Government ou the con-
trary I would cut them off to a man, they despise the ided of receiving
orders frem an officer thut does not hold a Blanket in one hand & a piece of
Pork in the other to pay them to listen to what ha may have to say. Auda-
ciously saying they are under no obligations o us but thay have themselves
preserved the Country. ‘The moment they have tinished pillaging and got
their share of the prize they marched off except about ten men who are this
instant in the act of eatting up the green wheat which if they do not desist
1 shall be compelled to confine them to the fort not ounly for the good of the
citizens but for our own safety as provisions will be very scarce till after
Harvest.**

Since the surrender of the [Port and the departure of the Puants the In-
habitants have all come forward and taken the oath of allegiance and are
now doing duty on, patrole or otherwise as required.

*As to going down the Mississippi and returning by way of Chicago as
was originally intended is now rendered impracticable for the present—No
dependence whatever to be placed in the indians except the Sioux the others
having abandoned me immediately ou the roceipt of their share of the prize,
my trifling force of battalions cannot warrant anything Hounorable** by
making that tour,

I beg leave to remark that in case the intention is to retain this place a
reinforcement of Fifty regular Troops would be necessary a quantity of
ammunition for the Guns & Pork for their provisions—Flonr can be
procured here in a month and a half from this*"

My reason for making this *remark is that my decided opinion iz that
from this to the fall an attack™® may undoubtedly be looked for from below
and if four or five of these floating Block Houses como *up armed as
Governor Clark was our present force is certainly not equal to prevent these
repulsing us unless more partioularly favoured by providence than before®*

As soon an I oun get certain information of the Enemies situation & if I
find they are fortilying themselves any where from "this to Fort Madizon I
will go down & try & dislodge them, But if I am well convinced there iz no
danger by leaving this, I will as soon as sach news may be ascertained
return to McKinac But not otherwise.

It was with much dllﬁcu]:y 1 pruanrvcd Ihe prllnners from the Fn;nts, but
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having meode use of supplientions then threats &1 1ill ab fength they becume

tesa vieleat anid wl lust by keeping natreng guardl over Lhem, tne Indians
wont off deing them no injury,"™

My intentinn was to ave Kept the prisonera here till [ got certain infor-
mation from® below & if the Fuemy came bors and firad a gingle shott te
have sucrificed Lthem to the Indinns, Bat [ am sorry Lhat circamstances
oblige me abaslutely to send them to St Lounis—by keeping them here any
longer woold cut me short of provizions, and ns to sending them to Ma.
Kinac, & sulficient foree to goard them woulid laava me qnite destitute of
redotirees in vase of an attempt from helow the Eoemy to récover the Past—
I have therefore determined to send them off tomorrow morning & let them
take their risk under & small guard., **

The Enemy had three men wounded in the Fort two severely but not
davgerously, & *the other glightly ** and report says five men were killed
and 10 wounded in the Gun Boat but T shoulid have expecied more from the
*maore surely must have been killed and wounded fvom the great ** num-
ber of men on board and the number of shotts that went into her. *I tuke
the liberty to refer you to Robert Dickson KEsqr. for hia opinion reapecting
my Information of the Puanta.

Heport says thut sbout 400 Cavalry are about this time to leave 5t Louia
for here, if so they will give ua onr hands full,

I send this by * Indians express to the Green Bay from whenece I have
directed Mr. Porlier to seud off a canoe to MeKinne. T adopt thiz method
being the shortest rout, from here by land the Indians will reach the Bay in
four days & four from that to MeKinaes, whirh is the shorteat passage
thul can possibly be expected,*"

My force here wt present amounts to about 300 that is 200 Michigan Vel-
tuntesra & Militin, & 100 Sionx Sauteux Court Oreilles & Punnts

I have the honor to be
Sir
Yanur most obedient humble Servant
War, MeKay
l.t. Col. comg.
[C 6sip 7. ]
Supplement,

A few Sauks have arrived from the Rapids at the Roek River with two
Canndians & bring the following information. ©On the 21st instant six
American Barges three of which were armed were coming up & enmped in

* Opaasml in Drlglinal, = Dne star lagldates where the fPosdling comn=ncsd and two atacs, thus **
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the Rapids * that night**; that in the course of the night the party of
Indians having the four EKegs gun Powder I sent from this on the 17th
reached them. The Barges being camped at short distances from eachk other
they on the 224 early in the morning attacked the lower, they killed about
one hnndred persons took five pieces Cannon burnt the Barge and the other
Barges seeing this Disaster and knowing there weroe Britiah Troops here run
off. Thia is porhaps one of the most brilliant actions fought, by indians
only since the commencement of thae war. T think now there is little dan-
ger here for the present, but [ have not the smallest donbt but an attempt
will be made either this fall or early in the Spring. I will send off tomor.
row for the cannon the size cannot be properly ascertained but from the
description the indians give they are 2-3 Pounders & 3 Morters. The
Saunks, Renards & Kickapous were engaged in this action, they lost two men
& one woman killed—to *give an idea how desperate the indians were, the
women, even, jumping on board with their Hoes &c, some breaking heads &
others breaking Casks, some trying to cut holes in her bottom to sink her,
and others setting fire to her decks.™ As one of the Barges was making
from * Shore the loway that came from McKinac with me jumped on her
deck & with his Hatchet cut a hole & fired his gun among the Americans in
the Boat— then plunged into the River & made** his escape ashore.

Those indians came here for a supply of ammunition. I send them off
to-morrow morning with ten Kegs Grun Powder and a few presents of goods
&e.

It is very fortunate that I received your reinforcement of Gun Powder at
the Bay, the demand for that article has been very great, as also for tobacco
but both sre nearly out now, I shall now go to work & have the fort &c
put in ne good repair as circumsinnees will admit.

I was taken very ill last evening with a swelling on the right side of the
Head, and has kept me in a violent fever since, I believe it is what is gene-
rall¥ called in Canada the Mumps.

I have the honor to be
Your very obedient & Humble Servant
W, McEax
Fort MoEKay 20th July 1814 Lt. Col, comg,
Lt. Col. MoDonall,

[C 685-p 15.)
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