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CHAPTER RLENTTIL,

SLAVERY AND THE COLORED RACE.

SLAVERY began almost with the settlement. The
Indians whe gathered near the fort brought with
them captives taken in battle, aml some of these
were  transferred to the French, In 1760 there
were both Indian and Afrfcan slaves in Derroit.
Most of the Indian slaves were from the Pawnce
tribe, and a few from the Osage, Choctaw, and
other western tribes, who had been captured in
war and sold to French and English residents.
The Indians made excellent servants and com-
manded good prices. At the time of the capitula-
tion it was stipulated that the French inhabitants
should keep their nogroes, but they were to restore
those belonging mw the English,  The following
copies of letters from an old manuseript letter-book
of Phyn & Ellice, in possession of the Buffalo His-
torical Society, give an idea of the spirit of these
olden times, and detail the methods of zale and
the prices paid for slaves for this market:

ScumxEcrany, 7 Tuly, a7a,
M, K, Levy,—

Before this reaches you we hope avery foroer wrler will be
campleted; Above we send you a small memorasdun which we
Loty yosta "I estecute (mmnediately on recelp. ® ® * We ahall be
plensed vo bear how leaver In selling. ® ®* * I yoo have wam-
puem, pipes and moous, you may send "em by fiest Dppﬂmﬂh"ﬁ
and we ‘Il make a trial of them at Detroit this winter. * #

Yoaerd, . P& E.

P. 5. Do net fail to porchase the blacks by first apportunity,
as the person for whom thoy are, has contracted to deliver them
at Dheiroit early in tho fall.

Scnunuorany, syl Aug.., 1pie.
My, Fantes Nideling, Deteaif.
Sim,—

Your favor, egth June, attendiag your order, we had the plea-
siure to receive, and Immediately thervon J. I'. made & jaont to
New York, with a viow to be particular and axpeditious in making
up the goods. We now inclose you Inveics per L——, the load-
tng of six boats is wnder the direction of James McDonald, who
in cngaged fo proceed with them to Detreie. ® ® ® We have
tiied all in aur power o procare the wenchos and nogro lads, hue
it "s impossible to get any near your terme,. Mo green negroes am
wow broughit uto this Province, We can purchase megroes from
glility pounds o ninety pounds, and wenches from sisty pounds
to seventy pounds.  If such will be accoptable, advise and pon
shall have them in the spring, and perhaps under, if we can mect
with Yankees n o wiater,

With gredt eslcoin, ¥Ours,
P&
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ScHENECTADY, 13 Augusl, 17
Mr, Ly > -
S, —

Wi huve recoived tws degre boys p the oldest will da
Stivling, nt Dhetroit, nnd iz eniered in onr Crder bonk,
e amtirely @t nloss what oo with that fat-gotted bnr;l
arfders fnr mona &ach for any of our correspandents, and
by any maeans want him for ooreelves, ® ® ® Boy g
iwibs of sale meceseary with thess Afeican gentlemen ¥

Wa are, &c., P

SCHENBCTATY, o2 March,
My, Cargeniir Wharion ;
Sim,—

Upon your arrval at Philadelplila, please advine us by Jeti
dressed to the cnre of Mr. Samuc] Frankling Jun., il you can
chase for us two nogre kds from fifltcon to twenty years, fof
fifty pounds, New York curroncy, each.  "They muast be st
soundd, but we sre indiflerent about their gualifications, g
mre for a Fremchman at Ihetrojt, ®  # &

Yours,

T M. Fohn Foricows, LDefvait »

Deas Sik,— A
We have contracted with a New England gentleman for
green negroes to be delivercd here the fimse of August, and
yaur wonoh will he forwarded, twegother with a g l.huhln 1
sha may some timo horeafter chaoss o husband,  We agpg
Tae will be waeful o you, or advantagoous about the sleep, «
van dispose of him as you find best, The price a filty p

eaclis
Yaoaers, doe.,

The official returns made to the governor-g
in 1773 showed that there were then ninet
glaves at the settlement along  the Detroiv; 6
yenrs later there were one hundred and twen
seven.  After another interval of five years |
number was veported at one hundred and sev
five, and in 1782 there were seventy-cight male ar
one hundred and one female alaves,

Among other old records at Detroit thene i
document given by John Askin, grandfather of
late E. A. Brush, dated September g, 1766, a
saying, 1 setat liberty and give Toll freedom
my Pawnee slave Monnette, which 1 had f
Mons. Barrussa at Michilimackinac.”  On Ot
19, 1794, the same Mr, Askin bought of James A
a negro man Pompey, for forty-five prmnr]s. anﬂ
January 3 1795 he sold him to James D
for fifty pounds.
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[be Amecrican State FPapers {(Volume 1., page

B) contain an interesting arconnt of an effort

ﬂ.mr leyaliced in this region. The facts were

| ¢ On Movember 22, 18z3, Governor Har-
uum a prochoation notifying the people of
jon to be held in the several counties on
pber 11.  Delegates were then o be elected
convention called for December 20, ot Vin-
nes; the main object of the convention to he

o consideration of the question of securing the

or suspension of Article VL. of the ordinance

7, which prohibited the holding of slaves in

Territory.  No o representation wias solicited

Wayne County. probably because it wak so

understood that Michigan would seon be a

te Territory that it was decmed un

jponsult its citieens. on a question of this charae-

i Governor Harrison presided over the conven-

and it was decided to petition Congress to

d the said article for ten years. [t is an

ting fact it the celebrated John Randaolph

oke, the chairman of the Congressional
ammittee to whom the petition of the delegates

i referred, made a report declaring that * the

" of slaves is not necessary to promote the

h and settlement of colonies in that region.

* * The committee deem it highly dangerous

inexpedient to impalr a provision wisely caleu-

d o promote the happiness and prospority of

western country and to give strength and

to that extensive frontier.”  Alter hearing
port, Congress refused to suspend the articles,

i the Termtory was preserved 10 freedaom.

I tracing the question through the years, we find,
stter, dated April 3, 1803, that Willlam Ellott,
wich, requested James Henry, of Detroit, to

y M, Ormisby's man in jail a fow weeks until he

sell or dispose of him,

the time of the (e in 1805 there were six

pred men and nine colored women in the town.

it their numbers increased is evident, for in 1807

por Hull organized a company of negro militia,

if the older eitizens had one or more slaves.

Campan owned ten at one time. One of

nleknamed Crow, used to ascend the steeple

Anne's Church und perform numerouk gym-

tricks  for the amusement of those who

pil beneath.

¢ importation of slaves was discontinusd after
pber 17, 1792, the Canadian Parliament, by
that date, directing that no slaves should
fter be introduced, and that all born there-
Fuhotld e Tree ar the age of twenty-live.  The
uiee of 1787 had previously provided that
v shonld not exist in the Northwest Territory.
p that time, however, this region was not under
ired of the American Government, and there was

a0 harrier to the holding of slaves at Detroit.  Alter
its surrender in 1795, slave owners at Detroit con-
tinued to hold their shwves unider the Jay treaty of
November 1g, 1794, which provided that the in-
habitants of the Territory surrendered o the TTnited
States shoiild be protected [n thelr property,  The
question as o whether slaves eould be legally holden
was ad judicated in 1807,

A cvase came before the Supreme Court of the
Territory in which Richard Patterson, of Sandwich,
sought to apprehend as slaves Joseph COuinn and
Jane, then residing in Michigan. The case was
tried, and on Scptember 36, 1807, Judge Woodward
delivered an elaborate opinlon against the elalmant,
on the grownd that slavery was not admissible in
Michigan * except as to persons In actual possession
of British setilers within this Territory on the 11th
day of July, 1796 Those who had
slaves under British rule continued to hold them,
andl the oflicial census for 1810 shows that, at that
time, seventeen slaves wore held in Detrolt, On
March 11, 1818, the assessor of taxes for Wayne
County gave notice that the Court of General Cluar-
ter Sessionn of the peace for sald county hml muaile
negro and mulano slaves ralable (or taxes for the
current year. The census for 1830 showed that
there were thirty-two slaves in Michigan, but by
1336 all the slaves were either dead or manumitted.
Advertisements for runaway slaves appeared In the
Grazette as late as 1527,

Tl leeling of a portion of the citizens in regard
to the colored race found expression in the Act af
April 13, 1827, which provided that after May i the
names of all colored persons should be regisiered
in the eounty clerk’s office; amd no blacks were to
b perinitted to reside in the Territory unless they
could produce a certificate that they were actunlly
free.  The certificate was (o be placed on record,
and twelve and one hall cents paid therefor. “The
colored people were also required. within twenty
days, to file bonds, with one or more frechold sure-
tics. in the penal sum of §500, for their good be-
havior; and the bondsmen were expected to pay for
their support in case they were unable to support
themaolves, I this law was not complicd with, the
blacks were to be sent out of tlie Territory, The
same law provided pennlties for kidnapping. No
attempt was made to enforce the law until alter the
viot of 1833 and then the colored people fled to
Canada. The history of that riot iz as follows: On
June 14, 1833 Thormton Blackburn and his wife,
who had resided here nearly two years, were claimed
and arrested as fugitive slaves from Kentucky.
They were taken before a justice of the peace, who
directed an officer to ke charge of them and de-
liver them to the claimant. During their examins-
ton before the justice, a crowd of colored people
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collected in great excitement, and threatened to re-
sist the execotion of the law. The alleged slaves
were, however, conveyed to the jail, agd the crowd
dispersed. The pext day, which was Sunday, the
agent of the owner sought to have the slaves de-
livered up, but the sheriff, fearing a disturbance, de-
elinedl.  During the day a number of colored per-
sons were permitted to have aceess to the prisoners,
and one woman was allowed to remain in the cell
with the fermale slave till after dark. The latter ex-
changed clothing with her visitor, and thus made
her eseape.  Meantime the colored peaple, armed
with clubs, assembled in large numbers on the
common near the jail, and showed a determina-
tion to attempt a reseue; but after the departure of
the stcamboat in the evening they dispersed, as it
wae evident that the slaves wonld nor he removed,
On Monday they again assembled in inereascd num-
bers, gathering in groups in the neighborhood of
the jail, armed with clubs, stooes, and pistols.
There was also a large number of them on the
wharf where the steamboar lay. A litte before four
o'clock in the afternoon, the sheriff went to the jail,
and a earriage was driven up to convey BRlackburn
to the boat: but he was hardly seared before the
negroes attacked the carviage; the sheriff then at-
tempted to convey him back to the jail, but as he
was going in the negroes made a rush, rescued the
slave, put him in a cart, and he escaped to Windsor.
He was then arrested by the Canadian authorities and
lodged in Sandwich jail. They were requested by
the State authorities to deliver him up, but refused
to clo s, and he wis soon set at lberty,

During the mélée Sheriff Wilson was dangerously
wounded. The excliement in the city was intense,
and several colored persons were arrested,  There
were no sufficient means of preserving order, and
Governor Cass, then Secretary of War, who hap-
pened to be inthe city en a visit, ordered a com-
pany of troops from Fort Gratiot to procesd to
Detroit to “aid the eivil authority in support of the
laws.”  As affording further and more permanent
protection, the citizens, at a public meesting, an July
1o, decided to establish @ city watch, * to consist of
sixteen persons, to continue until the trial or dis-
-~hargr of the eolored persnns who are now under
arrest for riotous conduct.”

Public sentiment became increasingly opposed to
slavery, amnd on April 26, 1837. the Detroit Anti-
Slavery Socicty was organized. ‘Uhe constitution
contained the following articles:

Artfele 1.~"Thls ssociatlon shall be called The Dotroit Anti-
Hlavery Sockery, and shall be auxiliiry o the Michigan Simie
Anti=Slavery Sociely.

A rficie 2.—The objest of this soclety shall be the entire nboll-
i of slavery i the Unied States of Amaoriea, and the alevation

of our colored brothren to thelr proper rank as men.  While il
admits that each Stats alsne hos, by the constitution of the

United States, the exclusive dght o loglslae with megnd
slavery within s own limits, lis aim shall be to convince all
fellow citisens, by srgumaiits addicssed e thisie widemtan
and poneciences, that slavesholding s a crime in the sig
G, mod thar tlie sty saleiy, and besi inleresis of all conce
requirs s bnunodste sbapdvament.
Arffole 3o—Apy peeson got a slave-holder, or cogaged in
tralfic of slaves, may bocomo a momber of this sovioty by sig
its constilution, * * =

Ardicle To=The aonunl mecting of this socicty aliall be hﬂH _ 1
the anniversary of the cmancipation of the British West

The officers of the association for 1837 w»
Shubael Conant, president; Edward Brooks, kEd
W. Cowles, and Cullem Brown, vice-presider
Charles Honry Stewart, sceretary; George F.
ter, treasurer; William Kirkland, Alanson S
and Peter Boughton, executive committee, In 18
Fobert Stewart was president, and A, L.
corresponding seeretary. The society was ine
enee only a short time, but its apirit remained,
its principles grew increasingly popular. .

In January, 184z, the ex-slave, Henry Bibl, can
to Detroit, and in 1844 and 1845 he leetured
Michigan under the auspices of the Liberty Ass
ciation, a political organization which sought to pe
mote the election of anti-slavery candidates.  Hog
Hallock was president, Cuollen Brown, vice-p
dent, and 5. M. Holmes, secretary.

On September 18, 1850, Congress passed
Fugitive Slave Act. Tt provided that slaves mig
be arrested in any State, appointed special offi
to secure their arrest, and directed that the
mouny of fugitives, in H.n;.r trial growing out of

"'H,l.‘:l'l,‘-l,'.ﬂ many citizens, and I]l{.l’l‘_".l'L"ﬂ.I'J. the :il.rl:l 4
of the anti-slavery sentiment. The proximity of
Canada, where slaves became free men, caused De-
troit to become a-noted peint of departure, and
[umm'c slaves were nmnurﬁ.ly passing through the
city. sind frequent, and sometimes suceess{ul, effors
were made by their owners to capture them.  In
October, 1850, the arrest of a colored man named
Rose created so great an excitement that, at the
request of the mayor, General Schwartz called out
three voluntesr companies to preserve the peace;
and on Octaber 8, 1850, the thanks of the anﬂf
were tendered to John Ladue, then mayor, for hl_r
action In the case,

The attempts to retake I'uglmc slaves were in
the main unsuceessful, for the majority of the peo-
ple were opposed o slavery, and though the law
upheld them, the slave-holders were foiled and
outwitted. There was a complete chain of persons;
extending to the slave States, who were organized
for the reliel and transportation of fugitive slaves,
A paper in their inrerest, called the Voice of the
Fugitive, was published, first at Sandwich and then
at Windsor, by Henry Bibb., The issue of Novem-
ber 5, 1851, contadned the following notice :
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Unorscaacwn R soan. In order to aid the iAWy slaves a ]-'.-'fll-.;-:'
This road ks dolng botier businoss this fall than usal, "Ths Home Socicty was organized ot Detroit, and offi-

Fughtive Slave Law s griven it more vitality cered by the actve members of the Liberry Assodin-

:r:*t:‘:-.f:::".‘““h.: P R '__"I'”'_“' tion. The society bought a large guantity of land
back of Sandwich, and aided in seitling it
¥ lamilies, Itz operations covered e frovm
; and we defy 1854 o 1872,
LII"-I!«.I.II.II"..::Irla.:-. I|I.- |“. I- .. " .;Ir_ll;_l::;_‘ Wi T In arder 1o himler the '.\1.-I"|1i|:|_|,: of the !'ll:.:l[n_-.l-l.'
Shave Law, the Lepislature of ?-]11!1||,{'|.‘1 an Feh-

lain tEadis fros afil @il there s
13 5. ;-:-'--! 1 law prod bt the use

STOGKHOLDERS

OF THE UNDERGROUND

R R. COMPANY

Hold on to Your Stock!

The market has an upward tendency. By the expresstrain “llwlu ar-
rived this morning mt 3 o'elock, fifteen thousamd do worth of humuu merchandise, consisting of
twanty-ning ahla ‘bodisd men and women, frosh and cound, from the Carclinn and Kentooky
plantations, have arrived wafe at tha depot an the other side, where all our sympathising ¢ olonien-
tion friends may have an opportunity of ex their sympathy hy bringing forward donation.
of ploughs, &« farming wtensils, pick -tm and nnl:_nlJ clothes; ﬂngﬂu‘ﬂ" emigranis nll
con Gl the soil. N n&trn don’t forget, the meeting to-day at 2 o'clock at the forry on
the Canndn side.  All persons desiving to take stock in this progperons company, he sure (o o on
bl By Ordor of the
retroit, vlpril 19, 1853 BOARD OF DINECTORS,

Facmsipe oF Hant=Fiot oF Tsnesneoosn Bajisoan (Hall slss

On December 4, 1851, the paper containesd this of the county jails to detmn pereons claimed as

rnqi'.i'.l ilaves, and directing the

e :

neys in the several counties to de

March 12, 1859, John Brown arcivesdd in Detroi,

with fourteen slaves from Missour. Clne ol these
slaves gave birth to 4 son while on the journey, who

was ruirmeil _|..I i Browi, and Hved (of many vears
in Winalsan Be=iiles the *-I-:'L-: 3, John BHrown hoad
five of his own men with him. By a most remark-

IIr|l nlu.l.lu he was

wasl) il vl hie broks away I'r i Ll sther, snd efocted his escage, able coincident e, or u8 the result of a pre-arranged

['Iﬂl'.. J-I'r'l|-|'ril']{ I]‘lll_l_:'!.l'u'._ 1_|'.|_' colored orftor, Wi
The above [oe-simile reduced. hall size of » present i Detrott, amd lectured on ithe LI r-..--_*:i:.-_:
hand-bill of that day, shows the spirit aml humor that Brown arrived After tl

he leciure Daiapglass
that were sometimes indulged in. and Brown, with George De Baptiste, William
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Lambert, John Richards, Dr. J. Ferguson, William
Webb, and a few others, met at the house of
William Webb, who was then living in the building
mim:rwnmlﬂ}(.ungrmht. East, and held a

meeting which resulted in the organiza-
tion of the Harper's Ferry raikl. Their plan was to
make the vicinity of Harper's Ferry a place of ren-
dezvous, and there assemble the fugitive slaves in
sufficient numbers to protect them in their freedom.
The treachery or folly of one of their number, who
made known their plans, forced them to make a
premature movement, and the result is a matter of
general history.

Toni Jons Dwows Hovsa,

The Emancipation Proclamation was one of the
legitimate results of the meeting In Detroit. The
first celebration in honor of the day of its issue
was held on January 6, 1863, at the colored Baptist
Church.

One of the darkest pages in the history of Detroit
is the record of March 6, 1863. The events that
led to the doings of that day are as follows: A
mulatto named Willinm Faulkner, had been arrested,
tried, convicted, and sentenced to prison for life for
an alleged outrage on a little girl. The war with
the South was then in progress; a draft was feared,
and the ignorant and vicious were glad of an oppor-
tunity to vent their ill-nature on a race which was
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claimed to be the cause of the war. Faulkner w
arrested on February 26. His trial began on Ma
5. and on that day, while he was being
back to juil, he was struck on the head witl
paving-stone and knocked down. The mob wh
surrounded him then sought to seize him,
officers succeeded in getting him inside
The next day he was again taken to court.
trial was concluded and he was sentenced.
he was being conveyed back to jail, a squad
provost-guard, who were aiding the sheriff,
attacked. They fired, and one man was K
The mob now became infuriated. and an atts
begun on the colored people, Many of them
fearfully beaten ; their buildings were set on
the purpose of burning those who were inside ;
paving-stones were torn up and thrown at
who tried to eseape, thus driving them back
the flames. Many had always doubted Faulk
guile, and after seven years had passed. the doub
becoming almost a certainty, a pardon was pio-
cured, and on Friday, December 31, 1869, greatly
to his surprise, he was released. A number of
gentlemen contributed a sum of money, and he wa
established at a stand in the market, which he
occupied until his death, about seven years after he
was pardoned. ]
This riot caused great excitement, but it was the
last manifestation of the prejudice against the colored
people, who were soon alter made citizens
clothed with Tull power of sell-defense.
elforts to obtain citizenship began in 1843, in wh
year a' State convention was held on October 264
27, at the church on Fort Strect, and they
tioned for the privilege of citizenship. In Nov
1850, the question of conferring the right of suffrs
on colored people was voted on, and the vote
Wayne County was 608 for and 3,320 against con-
ferring such right. On January 25. 1865, a seco
'-‘ur.m: convention was held at the Crﬂghan S

to grant the ngh:dluﬂmg:. The petition as
not granted, but the Fiflteenth Amendment to the
Constitution of the United States, which, on March®
30, 1870, the Secretary of State-declared fully rati=
fied, made them citizens and voters. The res

tive word “ white ™ was stricken from the Cons
tion of Michigan by a wvote of the people on
November 8, 1870, and the votes of the colored
citizens were first cast in Detroit on the same day,
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